
 

 

 

 



A History of Northbank House No 5 Bridge Street, Leatherhead 

The Post Office Directory of Essex, Herts, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey and Sussex dated 1855 lists two people as 

“chemist and stationer” in Leatherhead. They are a Thomas Hill, and a Robert Parker. Unfortunately this 

directory does not give street names within smaller towns like Leatherhead so we cannot tell where they 

practised, nor whether they worked together or had rival businesses. 

 



However we can place Thomas Hill in Bridge Street thanks to an 1850s engraving of the former Mansion 

House Grammar School. This is marked: (Engraving by W. T. Harris of London) Published by Thomas Hill 

Chemist & Stationer Bridge Street Leatherhead. 

Edward Hewlins has arrived by the 1860s. Here is his advertisement which includes the supply of fine 

leeches, various soaps, sheep dips, and medicines for humans and for horses and cattle. He is also an agent 

for the Clerical Medical & General Life Assurance Society – but these extras don’t make him a charlatan; he 

is after all a Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, which had been founded in 1841. It did 

not become the ‘Royal’ Pharmaceutical Society until 1988. Note the spelling of ‘Letherhead’ despite the 

Post Office directories using ‘Leatherhead’. 

 

We know Hewlins was also a stationer. Here is his advertisement for that activity, from the same date. The 

mention of “In all its branches” leads us to ponder where else Hewlins practices at this time. However, the 

name does not appear in other towns in the Post Office Directories of 1855 and 1878. 

 



The ‘Art-Union of London’ was a subscription society, founded in 1837, which promoted the art of design 

and distributed artistic works to its members through annual lotteries. 

The next reference to the building is in The Post Office Directory of Surrey dated 1878 which shows: 

Hewlins, Edward, pharmaceutical chemist & stationer, Bridge Street. 

 



Several photographs, some published by Frith’s as postcards, show Northbank House only sideways on. Its 

presence can be discerned from the outline of a chemists’ pestle and mortar symbol at the fascia level 

(above the doorway, between the shop’s windows and those of the first storey). 

This photograph from the Leatherhead Museum collection is dated circa 1905 and shows the final white ‘S’ 

of ‘HEWLINS’ and the word ‘stationer’. The original small window panes can also be seen here, rather than 

the large plate glass windows of the late 20th century. The building to its right is The Old Leather House. 

 

The next photograph seems to date from the same period, judging by the similarity of its features: 

 



A Frith’s postcard of 1906 shows the chemists’ shop with a pair of lamps outside, probably gas-lit, as the 

street-lamp would have been at this date. The Hewlins name can be made out on the fascia, and some of 

the shop’s Bridge Street neighbours can also be seen here. 

 

As in the photograph above, the word ‘HEWLINS’ appears alone on the shop’s fascia in our next picture.  

The neighbouring watchmakers and jewellers is Frederick Palmer & Son’, established here in the 1890s. 

Note also the new direction signs for Kingston, Cobham and Esher on the wall of the bakery. 

 

 



By the 1920s William Richard Hewlins has succeeded his father, and by the 1930s he has a partner, in 

George Hughes. They trade for some time as ‘Hewlins & Hughes’. Gone are the shop’s external gas lamps. 

 

The picture above allows us to consider the quite grand nature of No 5 Bridge Street. A pharmacist was a 

person of some substance and respect in their town. We know that the building was not as deep then as it 

became in the mid 20th century. Nonetheless the pharmacist’s family would have had quite pleasant rooms 

over the business. 

Note the spectacle frame at the right hand end of the fascia to Frederick Palmer & Sons. 

This 1930s advert tells us the incumbent was indeed Gordon Hughes, and the business now has a 

telephone. Gordon Hughes Chemists remained in business until the early 1970s: 

 

 

 

 



Above the pestle and mortar symbol this 1932 Frith’s postcard image shows a Kodak Film banner hanging 

from between the first and second storeys. As well as selling rolls of photographic film, chemists’ shops 

would accept films for processing locally or by Kodak’s laboratories at Harrow. A brand new bank building 

replaces the bakery seen in the 1906 postcard. The jewellers next-door was taken over by F C Eldridge in 

the 1920s. In addition to the usual services they advertised ‘Oculists’ Prescriptions accurately carried out’. 

 

On this next postcard the name of the bank on the right has been obliterated – perhaps to avoid 

advertising, and it appears that the Kodak flag has been pulled in against the building. As in the picture 

above, there seems to be an electric street-light on the wall between Hewlins and Eldridge’s. 

 



On 7th September 1951 the building’s status and significance was recognised when it was given this Grade 

II listing: 

 

LEATHERHEAD BRIDGE STREET TQ 1656 SE (south side) 12/102  

 

7.9.51 No. 5 

 

GV II 

 

Shop with dwelling over, now shop and office. Early C19; altered. White-painted stucco, slate roof. 

Rectangular plan with narrow frontage. Three storeys and 3 bays, symmetrical; plinth, cornice over 

ground floor, moulded string course at 2nd floor; the ground floor shop front has fluted Doric semi-

columns framing a central doorway which has glazed double doors with margin panes and a deep 2- 

pane overlight, and plate glass windows each side; the entablature is now a modern painted fascia 

under a cornice; above are sashed windows with 12 panes at 1st floor and 9 panes at 2nd floor, all 

with plain reveals and raised sills. Hipped roof with projecting eaves. To the rear, attached by a 

short link with a pitched roof, is a block of similar proportions, the south facade of which has 12- 

pane sashed windows at 1st floor and tall 9-pane sashes at 2nd floor. Interior not inspected. 

 

Listing NGR: TQ1654456422 

National Grid Reference: TQ 16544 56422 

 

Looking up Bridge Street in Frith’s 1955 postcard we again see the pestle and mortar chemists’ symbol, but 

no Kodak flag. As we are only seeing the outline of the building we cannot tell what name is painted on the 

fascia at this date. Now the junction has traffic-lights and there is a Gascoigne-Pees estate agents beside 

the bank on the left. 

 



 

In 1965 the Frith’s postcard again shows the chemists’ symbol only sideways-on. This is now in the safe 

keeping of the Leatherhead Museum. This is the first time we see the chemists’ shop-front painted in a 

lighter colour. Eldridge’s has gone, replaced by a builder’s hoarding. 

 

 

By the late 1960s the business was known as The Bridge Pharmacy. Here is an advertisement of that time 

which claims the significant heritage that the pharmacy was founded in 1840: 

 

 

 



The building looks rather sad after The Bridge ceases to be a pharmacy, and indeed has ceased its 1980s 

incarnation as a perfume shop, with the updated telephone number of Leatherhead 72120: 

 

It next becomes The Carpet House, selling rugs and carpets, until the late 1990s when a succession of 

owners ran it as a coffee house.  

In July 2015 the building underwent a further transformation. The upper floors had already been 

converted into four apartments, with a further apartment in the rear portion of the ground floor. 

The retail premises at the front were sensitively renovated and became  

Nizam & Team Hair Salon  

under its owner-manager Hakan Ozmen, - ‘Oz’. 

 

Edited by Peter Steadman who is grateful to local historians  

Roy Mellick, Goff Powell, and Brian Hennegan,  

and to volunteers at the Leatherhead Museum,  

whose researches have been essential to the production of this booklet.      August 2015. 

 

Over the Other Bridge, by Goff and Brian, tells the story of Bridge Street and is  

on sale at Barton’s Bookshop and at the Museum. 



 


